SOME  GENERAL  QUESTIONS AND  ANSWERS                241

might do what they liked but apparently they observed all constitu-
tional formalities.

3.  Absence of foreign danger in the Stuart period,   Tn the Tu-
dor period the people had the fear of foreign enemies like   Spain,
France, Scotland, the Pope, and others, and thus they were always pre-
pared to help and co-operate with their sovereign to overcome the ene-
mies.   The people did not mind the arbitrary actions of the sovereigns
for they had full faith in them and they knew that they were always
anxious for the welfare of their subjects*   In the Stuart period the
people had no such dangers and so they felt no need to look to their
sovereigns for help.   England had conquered Ireland  and Scotland
and had   humbled both   France and Spain   during the rule of   the
Tudors.

4.  Wisdom and tact of the Tudors.   The Tudors were wise and
tactful   They never went against the wishes of the people and tried
to be on the best terms with the nation.   They openly declared that
the welfare of their subjects was dearest to them and on occasions
they yielded to the wishes of the people and avoided giving them any
kind of offence.   The Stuart sovereigns on the other hand were not
wise and tactful and never spared an opportunity to offend the peo-
ple.   They lacked both foresight and farsight   They were obstinate
and struck to their guns at costs.   They did not know when to yield
and when not yield.   Thus they lacked that political wisdom which
the Tudors had.

5.    Arbitrary rule of the Stuarts.   The Stuarts ruled arbitrarily.
They levied illegal taxes, raised money by unfair means and impri-
soned persons without due trial.   They flouted the law of the land
and ruled according to their own  sweet will.   They enforced their
own will in civil and   religious  matters.   They   ruled   like   uncons-
titutional monarchs disregarding the law of the land and the feel-
4ing-of tjie people.   The Tudors on the other hand never did such
things.   The Tudors too were despots but their despotism was of a
different nature.   They gave a legal and constitutional form to all
their acts and never violated the law of the land,   or override the
authority of the Parliament or disregarded the prejudices and feelings
of their subjects.

6.  The  Stuarts'  conflict  with  Parliament.   The   Stuarts   defied
the authority of the Parliament; suspended laws passed by the Parlia-
ment and enforced their own will.   They quarrelled with their Parlia-
ments and displeased them in many ways.   The Tudors on the other
hand never came into conflict with their Parliaments and never gave
ihem any caus$ of offence.   The Tudors made the Parliament subser-
vient to their will but did. not dispense with it.   They carried out
their policies through and with the help of a docile Parliament.   They
never displeased or defied the Parliament.   They controlled it by tact
and humour.

7.  The Tudors aimed at Benevolent Rule.   The Tudors aimed
at ruling the country efficiently and  in the interest of  the people.
Surely they were despotic, but they were not selfish and wanted to